
District 146 is ex-
cited to reintroduce 
our newsletter, the 
Horizon. With it, 
the District will 
offer an additional 
means of commu-
nication with fami-
lies and communi-
ty members. 

The Horizon fea-
tures exciting news 

like recent student and staff awards, 
updates on alumni, and stories from 
the classroom. Each edition will also 
include information provided by mem-
bers of the District Administration. 

Instead of being a source of information 
to only parents and guardians of Dis-
trict 146 students, the Horizon is now 
available to all members of the com-
munity. By expanding the circulation, 
community members will gain easier 
access to District information. 

With the increase in circulation, the 
Horizon will be distributed primarily via 
email. This will be the only edition print-
ed and available in hard copy. Howev-
er, you can expect the same important 
news and information in each electron-
ic newsletter.

Please be sure to sign up to receive 
future issues of the Horizon via email, 
as you don’t want to miss any informa-
tion or updates that will be included 
each quarter. Parents of District 146 
students are already registered to 
receive the newsletter electronically.

Thank you for your continued interest 
in and support of School District 146.

Dr. Jeff Stawick
Superintendent

app-based platform Schoology.

Presenters are encouraged to bring  
bring in tools they use or samples of 
their work. Many of the presenters have 
left students with messages of encour-
agement and words of advice that have 
been resonating with students. 

Visitors have represented a variety 
of careers. Those talking to the class 
have included a martial artist, pedia-
trician, baker, police officer, and me-
chanical engineer. The diversity of the 
presenters shows students that their 
passions can become their careers. 

Many of those speaking to the sixth 
grade class are parents and family 
members of CMS students. 

“Parents love to be a part of their 
child’s education and students are al-
ways excited to have their parents visit 
the class,” Mrs. Shusterman said. “The 
connections created are beneficial not 
only to the school, but also to the stu-
dents, community, and families.”
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Community Teaches at CMS

Central Middle School teacher Patti 
Schusterman is enlisting the help of 
the community in teaching her sixth 
grade Family and Consumer Science 
class. When the class begins talking 
about careers, Mrs. Schusterman in-
vites community members to come in 
and share their experiences. 

The interactive approach of bringing 
in community members in the prime 
of their careers is more interesting to 
students than what can be found in a 
book or on a video, according to Mrs. 
Schusterman. 

Students are required to submit three 
questions for the presenter. The ques-
tions are uploaded in advance to the 

A local cosmetologist speaks with the 
FACS class.

Early Learning Excellence

In January, District 146 received word 
that its Early Learning/Pre-Kindergar-
ten program had received the Award 
of Excellence for Inclusion of Children 
with Special Needs. This is the highest 

Visit district146.org to keep up with the 
Superintendent’s blog, “Speaking with 
Stawick.”

Dr. Jeff Stawick
Superintendent

level of recognition in Illinois’ quality 
rating and improvement system.

The District’s Early Learning/Pre-Kin-
dergarten Program was awarded 
for its successful implementation of 
high-quality programming and inclu-
sion practices for preschool-aged stu-
dents with disabilities. 

The Award of Excellence rating will be 
in effect for up to three years. District 
146 congratulates its Early Learning 
team on a top-notch program!

Follow us on Twitter!
@CCSD146Tweets



Special Education
Some students have unique learning 
needs that may require additional sup-
ports such as accommodations, mod-
ifications, related services, and direct 
services from a special education pro-
vider. The District follows procedures 
established by Federal and State leg-
islation to identify, evaluate, develop, 
and implement an individualized edu-
cational plan to support students found 
eligible for Special Education services. 

ELL / Bilingual Program
The English Language Learning (ELL) 
program is designed to help students 
develop English language proficiency 
and achieve academic success. The 
District serves over 240 students from 
15 different language backgrounds and 
16 different countries; 67 percent of the 
District’s ELL students were born in the 
United States. Students requiring ELL 
support are identified through a screen-
ing process consisting of the Home 
Language Survey and an assessment 
of English proficiency. The ELL/Bilin-
gual program also supports culturally 
relevant and sensitive practices.

Early Learning 
The District’s youngest people are 
served by the Early Learning pro-
grams: Bridges (Birth to age three Pre-
vention Initiative) and Early Learning/
Pre-Kindergarten classes (ages three 
to five).  Funded by a grant from the 
Illinois State Board of Education, the 
Bridges program focuses on serving 
the whole family in partnership with 
the community; the Early Learning/ 
Pre-K program is a half-day inclusive 
preschool for children between the 
ages of three and five. 

The Student Ser-
vices department 
has the privilege 
of assuring all 
students learn in 
a supportive and 
inclusive environ-
ment in which ev-
ery student feels a 

sense of belonging. 

Student Services is specifically com-
posed of the District’s Special Educa-
tion Department, Bilingual Department, 
and Early Learning programs. A com-
mon thread among these programs is 
the emphasis on addressing individual 
student needs, and embracing individ-
ual differences, in an inclusive environ-
ment to the greatest extent possible.  

Inclusion is an educational practice in 
which all students, including students 
with disabilities, learn together in the 
same classroom.  An inclusive environ-
ment is also one in which all students 
are an important part of a greater com-
munity. Inclusive classrooms develop 
students who are comfortable with dif-
ferences, skilled at confronting chal-
lenging issues, and aware of their inter-
connectedness (Sapon-Shevin, 2008).

Consistent with our vision, Learning for 

2

Learning for All...with All
Dr. Princy Abraham, Director of  Student Services

All, when inclusive education is imple-
mented appropriately, all students ben-
efit (Power-deFur and Orelove, 1997). 
Inclusive programs celebrate children’s 
similarities as well as their different 
abilities and cultures (Illinois Early 
Learning Project).  

The District embraces the value of in-
dividual differences, the obligation to 
meet unique learning needs in an inclu-
sive environment, and the importance 
of every child knowing they belong in 
the District 146 family.  

Arguably, inclusion is not just a le-
gal requirement, philosophy, or best 
practice, but rather a basic need and 
a fundamental obligation of schools 
and society. Historically, the District 
146 community has consistently been 
supportive of inclusive practices in our 
schools, which has allowed the District 
to serve as a leader in the areas of in-
clusion and educational best practices.  

Student Services 
Programs

Board of  Education
John Malloy

President

Julie Jackson
Vice President

Darcy Nendza
Secretary

Vince Aiello 
Member

Dean Casper
Member

Julie Berry
Member

Rick Lloyd
Member

Find us on 
Facebook!

facebook.com/District146
facebook.com/CMSTwisters
facebook.com/FierkeStingers
facebook.com/FultonFlames
facebook.com/KruseBears
facebook.com/MemorialEagles

This will be the only printed edition 
of the Horizon available! To receive 
future editions, text “D146” to 22828, 
visit district146.org, or scan the QR 
code below. 

Sign up for Digital 
Newsletters!

Parents/guardians of District 146 
students will automatically receive the 
Horizon via email and do not need to 
sign up.



Alumni SpotlightAlumni Spotlight
Ryan Lavin, Jacob Kopczyk, Kyle Lavin

District 146 alumni Ryan Lavin, Jacob 
Kopczyk, and Kyle Lavin received the 
opportunity of a lifetime when they 
were selected to march in the 2017 
Tournament of Roses Parade.  

The three were selected by the non-
profit Music for All to join the Bands of 
America Honor Band at the annual pa-
rade. 

Ryan (Fulton, CMS ‘14), Jacob (Memo-
rial, CMS ‘15) and Kyle (Fulton, CMS 
‘16) spent a week in southern Califor-
nia to take part in rehearsals and vari-
ous performances prior to the parade.

Ryan, Jacob, and Kyle are all cur-
rent students at Marian Catholic High 
School. Although they do not have con-
crete plans after graduation, none ruled 
out including music in their future.

We were fortunate enough to catch up 
with the young musicials to learn more 
about their trip and time at District 146.
 
How many years have you been 
involved in band? 
Ryan: I am in my seventh year of play-
ing trombone in band. I spent 4 of those 
years at District 146 performing in the 
Marching Band, Concert Band and 

Symphonic Band.  

Jacob: I have been in band for six 
years now. Four of those years had 
been with District 146.

Kyle: I have been in band about five 
years now, going from 5th grade to 
9th grade. I spent four years in District 
146 bands, going from 5th grade to 8th 
grade.

What was the most memorable part 
of your trip to the Tournament of 
Roses Parade?
Ryan: Being able to learn from a world-
class staff of accomplished music ed-
ucators from across the United States 
is something I will never forget, and I 
plan to use their teachings in my future 
endeavors.

Jacob: The most memorable moment 
from my time with the Tournament of 
Roses Band was at Bandfest. This was 
a standing performance at Pasadena 
College. I enjoyed this most because 
of the adrenaline that this powerful per-
formance caused to flow through me.

Kyle: The most memorable moment 
was the last night everyone was to-
gether. A bunch of the people I got to 

know over the week came over to our 
room, and all we did for hours was talk 
and laugh about the fun things that 
happened over the week. It was such 
a good feeling to have all of the peo-
ple you just met in one room and being 
able to talk to them one last time.

What is one of your fondest memo-
ries of District 146?
Ryan: Performing with the CMS Sym-
phonic Band at the Illinois SuperState 
competition at the University of Illinois 
Champaign-Urbana in 2014. The Kran-
nert Center’s acoustics were absolute-
ly fabulous and our band was extreme-
ly well prepared for the performance 
we had that morning. We had to arrive 
at school at 3 a.m. in order to arrive for 
our concert by 8:30 a.m.

Jacob: Winning SuperState in 7th 
grade. It was such an amazing perfor-
mance that was truly inspiring.

Kyle: I would have to say my favorite 
moment of District 146 is when you 
would have a bad day, you could just 
walk into the band room and feel like 
you’re in your own home. It was such a 
good feeling walking in the band room 
and always feeling welcome.

Do you know someone to feature in an up-
coming Alumni Spotlight? Contact Keegan 
at kkociss@district146.org.

Jacob Kopczyk, Ryan Lavin, and Kyle Lavin performed with the Bands of 
America Honor Band at the 2007 Tournament of Roses Parade.
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Administration

Mr. Vern Bettis
Director of Technology

Mr. Jeff Charleston
Director of Business Services/CSBO

Mrs. Joanne Clyde
Director of Bilingual Education

Mr. Scott Slager
Director of Buildings and Grounds

Dr. Jeff Stawick
Superintendent

Mrs. Nancy Schwab
Director of Curriculum

Dr. Princy Abraham
Director of Student Services



Fulton School
Taylor Bequeaith
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Gianna Butler
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Maya Gonzalez
Tinley Park Police Department 
Coloring Contest 
Gavin Hemminger
District Spelling Bee Runner Up
Maksym Sierak
District Spelling Bee Champion
Lauren Woods
Creative Expressions Art Show

Student Achievements

Fierke Education Center
Adam Al-Taher
Spelling Bee 
Jamie Fahey
Creative Expressions Art Show
Emma Loeza
District Spelling Bee
Jacob Nendza
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Matthew Nendza
Creative Expressions Art Show

Central Middle School
Girls Softball (Undefeated Season)
SWIC Conference Champions 
SWIC Tournament Champions 
Marching Band
Most Spirited, Palos Park Parade
8th Grade Girls Basketball
2nd Place SWIC Conference 
2nd Place SWIC Tournament
8th Grade Boys Volleyball
2nd Place SWIC Tournament
6th/7th Grade Boys Volleyball 
3rd Place SWIC Tournament
Gianna Aiello
ILMEA Honor Band
Caroline Caserio
ILMEA Honor Band
Alexa Fortu
ILMEA Honor Band
Brooke Lauer
ILMEA Chorus
Shannon Leatherman
ILMEA Chorus
Abigail Newtoff
ILMEA Honor Band 
Adora E-Ogbeide
District Spelling Bee 
Trinity Glass
Creative Expressions Art Show
David Pastrana
Geography Bee
Timmy Ryan
ILMEA Honor Band
Chloe Shapkauski
District Spelling Bee
Grace Snoddy
ILMEA Chorus 
Jeremy Uy
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Katrina Vahl
ILMEA Honor Band
Roisin Walsh
ILMEA Honor Band 
Mayah Zientara
Creative Expressions Art Show

Kruse Education Center
Sarah Anderson-Stewart
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Patrick O’Connell
Creative Expressions Art Show 
Erin Miner
District Spelling Bee 
Marcel Sporn
District Spelling Bee

Memorial School
Gavin Banahan
Tinley Park Police Department 
Coloring Contest
Michelle Broers
District Spelling Bee
Carter Leshock
District Spelling Bee
Bella Lucia
Creative Expressions Art Show
Larissa Meyer
Tinley Park Fire Prevention 
Poster Contest
Maddeline Sosa
Tinley Park Fire Prevention 
Poster Contest
Hallie Wallock
Night Zookeeper International 
Writing Cup 
Sidney Wallock
Night Zookeeper International 
Writing Cup
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Dates to Know...
March
2: Math Challenge Awards Night
3: Institute Day- NO SCHOOL
6: Pulaski Day- NO SCHOOL
13: Board of Education Meeting
20: Choir Festival/Fine Arts Night
23: End of Quarter 3
27: Spring Break Begins

April
3: School Resumes
10: Board of Education Meeting
11: End of CMS Quint 4
14: NO SCHOOL

Returning Students: May 1, 2017
New Students: June 5, 2017

For registration information, contact 
Karen Jemilo at (708) 614-4500.

2017-2018 Registration Dates

These parent classes are free to District 
146 Families with proof of residency. 

Birth to One:
April 18

One to Two:
April 19

Three to Four:
April 26

Two to Three:
April 20

Four to Five:
April 27

Ready for Kindergarten

District 146 offers free English language 
courses to parents or guardians of District 
146 students.

Classes are held Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m.

Contact Carmen Ford at (708) 614-4547 
for more information.

Parent English Classes

For more information, contact Carmen 
Ford at (708) 614-4547.

 Follow us on Instagram!
 CCSD146

May
3: Vogt Artist Showcase
8: Board of Education Meeting
11-12: South Cook Math Bowl


